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SAN FRANCISCO. AU 
SEVERAL YEARS AGO. iR 


. | | Ea 
— IS ЈА بحا‎ 
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| 
| AND LOOKING BACK, EVEN NOW, I COULDN'T 
፡ TELL YOU IF THAT WAS A GOOD OR BAD THING. | 


i THE DAY I REALIZED SHE'D BEGUN CROSSING THAT LINE. E 
| THAT ALLIN OUR PROFESSION MUST CONSTANTLY NAVIGATE. H 
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= ~ 
YOUR FORMER 
RELATIONSHIPS--YOUR 
FRIENDS--ARE NO LONGER 


5 ! SA ЖА 
۱۲۱. በመጨ 
1 ІМ, mw завет | 
ES M IA 
si. 


À 
\ 


г BUT KNOWING SOMETHING 
١ AND BELIEVING IT AREN'T 
У ALWAYS THE SAME THING. — 


= ai? 
(| ۸۸۲10۶6 | 
WAS ALWAYS... ` 


EN 





I'LL 
TAKE THAT 
AS А МО: 










4 NNÓH-- $ 
Ni DON'T KNOW 
| WHEN TO 5HUT 
YOUR MOUTH, ሪ 
ም YOU DON'T GIRL. < ` | q 
REALLY WANNA (ў 


KEEP GOING, ۵7 
DO YOU? 


т JUST 
| REMEMBER: 


WHEN THEY CART YOU 
OUTTA HERE, DON'T 
SAY I DIDN'T 


| FELLOM STUDENT AT THE 
|| ACADEMY, I NEVER KNEW WHAT 
— TÓ MAKE OF HER. 





| BUT WHEN I WITNESSED 
| MER AUDITION IN MARSEILLE, 
22 I KNEW SHE WAS SPECIAL. 





Еј m 
ў тиме Me 
` ዘበ. መኻ 
q meme и 





<ТНЕ 
WINNER OF THE | 
EXHIBITION 15 | чаша AND 
<BIDDING WILL / 
BEGIN AT 50,000 BIDDING FOR 
EUROS, »* 5 ROSE HAS NOW 
_ 7 CLOSED АТ 


7 ! | 228,000 
EUROS.» 


WAS THAT 
GOOD ENOUGH, 
FATHER? 


JESUS. WE 
NEED A GURNEY 
OVER HERE.> 


YOU'VE 
MADE ME 
VERY PROUD 
TODAY. 


> 


*TRANSLATED 
FROM FRENCH. 


OH ROSE, 
THAT PRETTY 
MOUTH OF YOURS 
WILL GET YOU INTO 
TROUBLE ONE 
DAY. 


OH, YES. WE 
HAVE BIG PLANS 
YOUR NEW 
EMPLOYER MAY NOT FOR THIS ONE. 
BE AS TOLERANT AS 
I HAVE BEEN, 50 BE 
CAREFUL. 


AH, | 
MISTER МАКО. 
ANXIOUS TO SEE 
YOUR NEWEST 
EMPLOYEE, 


I OFTEN WONDER 
WHAT WOULD HAVE 
HAPPENED TO HER IF 
SHE HADN'T TAKEN 
THAT PATH... 
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colors 


etteri 

















' germ ጠው ' @ 
Д \ % ዝ å ከ م‎ 
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| | AS A CHILD, I ONCE 
` 5 STUDIED THE BASICS OF 
x ካ ۱ ка "COLLISION THEORY. 
> =. — 
f Е 4 > у y 
9 , ነ å = 
% р IT STATES THAT IN 
۰ 1 < ORDER TO ¿RENE А PROPER 
Š Z 4 REACTION, MOLECULES MUST 


FIRST COLLIDE. 


WELL... | 


` [SINCERELY HOPE MY 
ФИН PERSONAL THEORY 
COINCIDES WITH THIS 









jÎ WHILE SCIENCE HAS 17 ROOTS IN TRIAL AND ERROR, 
| UNFORTUNATELY, TORTURE DOES NOT. YOU ONLY GET 
EN ONE SHOT BEFORE THE MARK EVENTUALLY PASSES. 












М 
<PLEASE...NO | | 
||| 


THE MAN WAS А LEADING MOLECULAR SCIENTIST FOR 
THE BIO-TEL CORPORATION IN BEIJING, THE WORLD'S 
FOREMOST EXPERTS IN MOLECULAR DIAGNOSTICS. 













6. ~ 
HE WAS ALSO STUBBORN е Å 
AS AN OX. ULTIMATELY, I ў f 

| FELT THE METHOD OF ነ | 


| BAMBOO TORTURE WOULD 
ALLOW HIM AMPLE TIME TO 
LOME TO HIS SENSES. 





*TRANSLATED. | ! 
FROM CHINESE ү” 
MANDARIN. 


= 
p KA: <TELL US 
O WHAT WE WANT TO 
HEAR, AND YOU WILL 
፻፻2:22 እ መ ВЕ FREE ONCE AGAIN. 
МО мове ВАМВОО 
RUNNING THROUGH 


ሸን FEES “TO SAY I MAS MERCILESS IN THOSE || 


DAYS WOULD IMPLY I EVEN KNEW | 
_ WHAT OFFERING MERCY FELT LIKE. 






[m 





| I AM TRAINED FOR MANY THINGS, | 
L | BUT NONE BETTER THAN DELIVERING THE 
E | Оян ONES TO THE AFTERLIFE. E 
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NO...1 WAS QUITE CRUEL IN MY 
С PURSUIT TO PLEASE MY EMPLOYER. 2 


Г 


n 





«FINISH ІТ.» 


<LEAVE NO 
TRACE OF HIS 
EXISTENCE.> 






МУ EMPLOVER, 
MR. CHING, GAVE ME А 


e DI I WAS EAGER TO SATISFY 
LIFE...A PURPOSE. ም 


HIG INVESTMENT. 





YOUR TEA, 
——=.-_ SIR. 






| 4 PUT IT 
z DOWN OVER 
( ТНЕКЕ. 
A 


Фа 


МАУ І ВЕ 
ОБ АМУ OTHER 


| > SERVICE? 















WAIT-- 
WHAT ABOUT 
THE OTHER 
THING...? 


DONE. YOUR 
ASSUMPTIONS... 
CORRECT. 


ats 









THE APPRECIATION WAS 
NICE, BUT I YEARNED FOR 
MORE RECOGNITION. I 
WANTED ТО BE THE BEST. | 





I PERFORMED TORTURE AND 
MINIMAL SERVICES FOR MR. CHING. BUT, 
I COULD BE SOMETHING... MORE. 


1 NAD TO PROVE | 
MY WORTH TO HIM. Le 






THE ACADEMY HAD | 
ALREADY TESTED МУ || 
METTLE, BUT ТИЕ REAL 
WORLD OFFERED THE | 
TRUE TEST TO MY 
CALLING. 








1 ONLY NEEDED 
A CHANCE. 


NANOTECHNOLOGY-- 

WHILE YOUNG IN RESEARCH-- 
HAS BEEN APPLIED TO PRACTICAL 
MEANS THROUGHOUT HISTORY-- 
WE WERE JUST NOT READY TO 
UNDERSTAND IT YET. 





OUR SCIENTISTS 
HAVE FOUND A WAY TO APPLY 
OUR NANOTECHNOLOGY IN THE Y 
FIELD OF WAR, CREATING A HUGE 
LEAP FORWARD IN THE GEO- 
POLITICAL LANDSCAPE FOR 
CHINA AND ITS ALLIES. 


SIMPLY PUT, 

THIS ARMOR [9 ል 
GAME-CHANGER. WITH 
THIS TECHNOLOGY, 
WE WILL SAVE 
LIVES, 


AND, ТНАТ-- 
16 WHAT WE STRIVE 
TO ACHIEVE. 





CONSIDER 
IT DONE. 


IT'S А DECOY, 

PLAIN AND SIMPLE. MEANT ላ 
TO GIVE JUSTIFICATION TO A 
PROGRAM WITH FAR WORSE 

IMPLICATIONS. 


AND YOUR... 
AGENCY SEEKS 
TO RID ITSELF OF THIS 
PROBLEM FOR POLITICAL 
REASONS? LET'S NOT 
FOOL EACH OTHER, 
MR. CHING. WE BOTH 
KNOW SHAN CONTROLS THE 
HEROIN OUTPUT FROM YOUR 
COUNTRY INTO OURS. WITH 
THIS TECHNOLOGY AND THE 
` ADVANTAGES CHINA 
WOULD GAIN-- 


HE 15 
CORRECT. 


SHAN HAS 
OVERSTEPPED HIS 
PLACE. LIU--GET 
IT DONE. 


DID 
Я YOU NOT JUST 

N HEAR MASTER ON 

RESPECTFULLY, K. ` ТНЕ MATTER OF 
SIR--ALLOW МЕ. SNE | OVERSTEPPING 
3 3 YOUR PLACE? 





ENOUGH. 


YOU 
BOTH WORK 
FOR ME, AND І 
HAVE GIVEN MY 
ORDER. 


MASTER, 
ALLOW ME 
THE PLEASURE OF 
TEACHING IRIS A 
VALUABLE 
LESSON...? 


PERHAPS IT 
[12 YOU THAT DOES 
NOT KNOW WHERE YOU 
BELONG. LOOK AT THE 
WAY YOU DRESS, HOW 
UNPROFESSIONAL. 





ШИ ዘሪ SENT TO THE SOURCE OF i 
ян NANOTECH RESEARCH FACILITY | ቸቸቸ 
ин Rs CONTACT FOR ILLICIT ARMS 

DEALINGS НЕ WAS HIS PA 








ЕЈ ei 
2; 17۶۵۲8۲ || 
TO MAKE ` 


VIE. | 








1 KNEW I WAS BREAKING 
MY OBJECTIVE, BUT I HAD 
TO PROVE MYSELF. 

















-. IF I COULD 


BEAT LIU TO THE | 
በ0. ረመ 















TO SAY I LEARNED THINGS 
THE HARD WAY WOULD BE AN 
. UNDERSTATEMENT... 








КЕЛ АЯ THE FACT THAT SLEEPING 
PILLS DO NOT WORK AG WELL WHEN THE 
a MARK 15 ON METHAMPHETAMINES. 









SUFFICE TO SAY 
OUR RELATIONSHIP WAS 
SHORT-LIVED. 


AND, I WOULD BE RECEIVING 
NO INTEL FROM ИМ. 


“WHAT COULD 
YOU POSSIBLY 
HAVE BEEN TRYING 
TO ACCOMPLISH?!” 





My 
APOLOGIES, å 
SIR-- YOU WERE 
- TO FORGE A 
RELATIONSHIP WITH 
THE MAN FOR OUR 
FUTURE USE, NOT 
IMPALE HIM! 


I WANTED TO 
EXPUNGE PRECIOUS 
INTELLIGENCE FROM HIM. I YOU ARE 
THOUGHT I COULD REMOVE EAGER TO 5 
SHAN'S SOURCE OF PLEASE...YET, 9 YOU MUST 
FUNDING BEFORE-- YOU LACK LEARN THAT AN ALLY, 
5 РАПЕНСЕ. EVEN IN DECEPTION, 15 
FAR GREATER THAN AN 
ENEMY IN REALITY. 


LET 
US HOPE LIU 
YIELDS BETTER 
RESULTS. 


I PROMISE I 
WILL DO BETTER 
NEXT-- 
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29 
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THE MEN 
BROUGHT IT 
UP. THEY SAID 
IT CONTAINS A 
MESSAGE. 


IRIS, 
PREPARE 
YOURSELF... 





e BUT, SOMETHING | 
2 WAS NOT RIGHT. | 


де. 
ዘበ ТНЕ НЕАТ j 
ام‎ SIGNATURES. THERE 

| TOO MANY. Y 


А 


- 





CHING 
THINKS не 
CAN 5TEAL MY 
DESIGNS. ዳ 


ТО ТЕАСН 
НЕ OLD МАМА 
LESSON. LET 

HER IN. 


| ITW 
| WORSE THAN I 
| EXPECTED. 





REEEEE REEEEE 
NM 


= ; Q 7 


чу CHING 15 Е 

| | 7 NEVER SHORT ON MORE THAN Й 

7 RESOURCEFULNESS. UP то THE Ji 

YOU WILL. BE (| "wuer HAND IT то | 一 TASK. 4 
LUCKY ENOUGH то / HIM--SENDING ል E" — 一 一 


Lo 


RECEIVE ል FIRSTHAND | 2 ] 
LOOK AT OUR BOOMING À AN A 


ACHIEVEMENT. 


S й 
(і N "Ж! 
Ў 


ARE YOU? 

YOU SEE, I KNEW HE 
WOULD SEND ANOTHER OF 
HIS LACKEYS, 50 I LEFT А 

SPECIAL SURPRISE FOR 
d 





I'M SURE 
YOU REMEMBER 
YOUR FORMER ’ 18 
ASSOCIATE. ~ 


UP QUITE THE 
FIGHT, BUT IN TIME 
WE WERE ABLE TO... 
PERSUADE HIM TO 

FIGHT FOR THE 

WINNING TEAM 


۳ 


НАМЕ СОМЕ 
FOR YOUR 
ШЕЕ. 


SHAN... 
YOU MISTAKE 
MY INTENT. I HAVE 


| NOT BEEN ORDERED 


TO STEAL YOUR 
TECHNOLOGY. 


LIU..?! WHAT 
HAVE YOU DONE 
TO HIM? 


HE WAS 50 
CURIOUS OF OUR 
NANOTECHNOLOGY THAT 
I DECIDED TO MAKE 
HIM AN ACTIVE 
PARTICIPANT. 


GRANTED, 
THE KINKS STILL 
NEED TO BE WORKED 
UT REGARDING HIS BRAIN 
FUNCTION, BUT HE DOES 
SEEM ТО POSSESS А 
KILLER INSTINCT. 


I'LL MAKE SURE 
TO THANK CHING FOR 
ALLOWING ME ANOTHER 
TEST OF MY HARDWARE 
THAT HE COVETS 50 





EE ALWAYS 
| | UNDERESTIMATE ME-- 
. TOMY ADVANTAGE. 





== wem, ` f 7 


۱ SOMETIMES, YOU HAVE TO BE WILLING TO SACRIFICE Й 


|| EVERYTHING IN ORDER TO REACH YOUR TRUE POTENTIAL... 





WHICH BRINGS ME TO | 
MY CURRENT SITUATION. ۰ 
سسس ا‎ 


I WAS ALWAYS BETTER THAN HIM... 
AND LIGHTER. I KNEW HE WOULD FALL MUCH 
FASTER. WITH ዘሪ NANO-TECH ARMOR CASING, 
IT SHOULD BE ABLE 10 WITHSTAND THE 811148. 
LOLLISION...OR THAT ۱۶ THE THEORY. T d 
Е e NOW, І MUST HOPE Й 
|| THAT ARMOR IS ALLIT'5 
(i. CRACKED UP ТО ВЕ. À 


= 


PROBABLY WRONG 
CHOICE OF WORDS... 





г” 
| I FRACTURED THIRTEEN 
! BONES FROM THE FALL... 


IRIS-- 
YOU HAVE 
HEALED? 





SINCE SHAN’S... 
UNFORTUNATE 
ACCIDENT, WE ARE 
ON HIGH ALERT. 


j, AND, I WOULD DO IT 
` AGAIN IN А HEARTBEAT. 


ab. 
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Јоамсноо 


colors 


JosH КЕЕР 


lettering 





EA: IRIS ANNUAL 


PART THREE 








WAN ባ 


I BETRAYED THE OTHER 
THAT HAD CALLED I 





хм 
RAN 





MAYBE I DESERVE | 
| ТИШЕ | 
" 7 


PRETTY NEW GIRL 
DOESN'T KNOW HER PLACE? 
I'VE HEARD IT’S BETWEEN 
THE SHEETS. 


I COULD SNAP YOUR 
NECK BEFORE ANYONE HERE 
KNEW YOU NEEDED HELP. 


ያ Z< = 





ነ 
5 
CLS 4%” за. 


Lë y Ad 


*TRANSLATED 
FROM JAPANESE. 





неу, YOU'RE ORCHID RIGHT? LOOKS у“ | 
LIKE YOU COULD USE SOMEONE TO Je 
WATCH YOUR BACK. 
à "E Å е ዛ 
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(ДР 
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NOT 
LETTING 
OTHERS HELP 
YOU DOESN'T 





Ç 2 | 
TRUST ме, W 
IT'S BETTER Е < : 
) 






А FOR YOU то > 
7. à 1 5TAY AWAY. | 
Є | 8 га | | 
3 SE ч 
| | 2 А нен. гм а ۱ == 
/ POISON TO Ps > í 
( FRIENDS. 









I DON'T DESERVE 
KINDNESS FROM ANYONE 
AFTER WHAT I DID 10 THE 
Н OTHER GIRLS. : 








WAS IT 
BECAUSE YOU 
TALKED TO ME 


| YESTERDAY? DID 


THAT GIRL COME 
AFTER YOU? MD 
E a THAT'S 
= WHAT YOU'RE 
WORRIED ABOUT? 
THAT I'M HURT 
BECAUSE I WAS 
NICE TO YOU? 


NIGHT. І RAN 
| INTO THE DOOR. 
FELL DOWN SOME ١ 

5TAIR5. УОМ ۳ 

KNOW HOW ЧЕ 


6. 


наехаў 
=~ GJ 


І ASSURE 
YOU, THIS 15 


LET'S 
TRY AGAIN. 
MY NAME'S 

SAKURA. 





1 =) Pe | 


LT e | 


3 
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Kr: - 
— = 


50, WHY 






ARE YOU IN 
HERE? 


RULE ONE-- ЛЫ 
DON'T ASK то р 
SOMEONE WHY — TO PR 


THEY'RE IN Å ЕАМ 


SOMETHING 
I COULD STAND 
TO LEARN MORE 
BOUT. 


HEY 
DO YOU SMELL A 
SOMETHING? LÆ 
O 1 ] 
NI 


LUCKILY 
TIME TO CHANGE 
15 IN ABUNDANCE 
AROUND HERE. YOU 
MIGHT EVEN SAY 
THAT'S THE POINT 
OF LOCKING 
us UP. 


2 ANYTHING 
OTECT YOUR 
Ly THOUGH, Аш 


RIGHT? 





| Ac ` ч > 


a Ша 
N 
“е: 
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<LOOKS 
LIKE WE'VE 
GOT ALMOST 
TWICE AS MANY 
BETS AS LAST 
NIGHT.> 


<FRESH 
BLOOD ALWAYS 
HELPS, ESPECIALLY 
WHEN IT’S AS HOT AS 
MISS COLOMBIA 
OVER THERE.> 


Í 





WHAT'S HAPPENING? 
WHAT ARE THEY GOING FIGHT. THEY 
TO MAKE US DO? BROADCAST THE 
FIGHTS FOR PROFIT. 
PEOPLE BET HUGE 


І KNOW, 
WHEN ORCHID, BUT I'M 


THEY COME Д ۰ 
то инте US, тм KN шы ` ; 
GOING TO ATTACK. ЧЕ NE 


YOU NEED TO 
RUN. 


І 
NEED HELP. 


ROUND TWO. 
LET'S SEE WHAT 
YOU'VE GOT, 


THEN 
YOUR 633 WILL BE IN 
SOLITARY IN А SECOND. DO 
YOU THINK YOUR SCREWED 
UP BRAIN COULD HANDLE 
THAT? IT WOULD DRIVE 
å YOU CRAZY. 


SCARED YOUR PRETTY 
LITTLE FACE 15 GOING то 
GET BRUISED? ч 


SHE'S PROBABLY 
AFRAID SHE'LL CRY. COME ON, 
LET'S NOT KEEP OUR VIEWERS 

WAITING. SHOWTIME. 


LET'S SEE HOW 
YOUR AUDIENCE 
LIKES THIS 
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LUCKY SHOT. ЖҰ? 
I'M USUALLY THE 2 
ONE TAKING THE d «EVERYONE 
ВЕАП НС. ۱ ë $ТОР!> == 
P») 7, ND 
NY 




















































А COUPLE DAYS LATER. 
==" 
| __L SHOULD BE MAD, FEEL || 
| STUPID, FOR GETTING MYSELF || 
_ НЯ, | 
-一 一 一 一 一 一 nt 
I SHOULD, BUT 1 DON'T. | 
У ——M 
, = 
| | ١ mo ја 
١ ۱۴۵۲۵۵۵۲۵۱۵۲ | 
INSTEAD OF DESTROY. | 
MAYBE THERE 5 MORE TO 
ч || ME THAN THE MONSTER I | 
SS L WAS PROGRAMMED TO BE. | 
三 1 = fr 


á 


mmm 


